


w A
Water Is'Life

Without water, there would be no life on Earth.
We need water to drink. We need water to produce

P N8 Raad waleria e tists and engineers noed a solid understanding
ood. | of these topics

hich include aqueducts, canals,
ors, and irrigatio
and prosperity
We wouldn't have any of these important water

The water we need is found on top of
snow-capped mountains or in underground aquifers.
It also comes from lakes and rivers and wetlands. But
we need to get that water from its sources to where
we can use it. Irrigation helps us capture this water
and deliver it to where we need it most.

Irrigation is the application of water to land
using man-made technology. It's mostly used to
deliver water to farmland where it feeds thirsty crops,
Humans first used irrigation techniques to transport
and store water thousands of years ago. Civilizations
were founded and humans flourished—thanks in large
part to irrigation.

Irrgation brings water 1o whore we nood it
mosl. krigaton gives He 10 our food supply
and provdes us with dhinking walter.
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History of Irrigation

Many ancient cultures developed methods of

water to the ¢
doliv water from Jocal
carly advances in irrigation allowed the

irrigation to help tame wild nivers and send waler | 1 Hohokam to thrive in the harsh
! desert environment.

where it was needed. Perhaps the most successful of
these cultures was that of the ancient Egyptians,

Much of Egypt is covered in vast, dry desert.
Running through this land is the mighty Nile River,
which provides water to this arld country. For
centuries the Egyptians dealt with seasonal flooding
that was good for crops but could also be destructive.
Starting around 3000 BC, however, the Egyptians
built irrigation systems that ultimately better harnessed
the power of the Nile River.

In the Americas, the ancient Maya also
developed irrigation systems around 1500 BC. The
Maya built irngation canals to deliver water to people
living in massive cities. Irrigation helped the Maya
develop into one of the greatest civilizations in 2 o . » The ancient Egyptia
the Americas, Vi Ry Ll tayse g te




